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Joe LeFebre (N9WR0) and Tim
Wheeler(KC9FYI) Talk about the

plans for Field Day 2013.



July 2013  Page 4

Mark Potter (W9UZ) and
Greg Schmit (WA9SGF)wait
for signals to come to the CW
tent.
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George Henry (KA3HSW) searches for
satellites inside his new RV.

President Kevin Oleniczak (N9JPG)
helps to run the GOTA station as
he shows Tim Wheeler (KC9FYI)
and his son Mason how to get on
the air.

KB9RTO a.k.a chef
Kurt Rubin

prepares the steaks
that club members ate
on Saturday Evening.
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Meanwhile Steve Peterson
(N9OA) and John Cheney
(N9MWF) make sure to stay
hydrated in the hot June sun.

Lots of Club Members
chose to eat their
dinner next to the

club's wonderful CSU

For those that will be at home near the shack
during the July 4th holiday, there is a terrific loweffort with high reward special
event taking place called "13 Colonies Special Event". It's pretty simple. Just
make contact with all 13 special event stations based out of each of the 13
original colonies and get a fancy certificate to put on your wall.

I participated last year and remember talking to one operator aboard the H.M.S.
Bounty which was a tall ship replica. The operator shared a story about the
history of that ship and suggested I watch the movie "Mutiny on the Bounty"
with Marlon Brando from 1962. That was a really good show and little did we
know that a few months later the ship would sink at sea as Hurricane Sandy
moved in. You never know what you might discover with amateur radio.

The 2013, 13 Colonies stations will operate from 09:00 AM Eastern Daylight
Savings Time (1300Z),on July 1st, to 12:00 PM (midnight) Eastern Daylight
Savings Time, July 6 (0400Z, July 7) .

http://www.13colonies.info

Kevin  N9JPG

An FYI for those available on the 4th of
July



The President's Corner
As myself and the board look at the list of the items we want to
focus on, it's apparent that the theme is preserving the WCRA for

the future. It is an especially appropriate theme that includes sustaining current
membership interest and also growing them. We have many experienced hams
that have much to offer and who do so regularly in their own way. Each
contributes to the life of the club through our meetings, activities and public
service initiatives. Our passion and camaraderie help sustain our existing
membership.

Growth in the club membership will help sustain us by introducing new
enthusiasm and experiences to share with others. To do that we must advertise
to the public what the club and amateur radio offers. When new folks visit, be
certain to say hello and invite them to visit again with us.

Training and education is another key area that will drive growth and as we gear
up for many changes in this area. As we refine our plan, I need your support
with these initiatives and others to make them successful:

Technician Level Training Classes
JOTA for Boy and Girl Scouts
Offer to be an elmer for new hams
Radio merit badge counseling for Scouting

These are some of the items we are looking into aggressively which will offer
opportunities for both adults and youth to get involved in amateur radio and our
club. Look for planning sessions to be announced and join in on the efforts.

Also coming up is our annual club picnic. We've chosen to return to Herrick
Lake again this year and hope you plan to attend!
Kevin  N9JPG
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Meeting Topics-
"Programming the Motorola MSF5000 Repeater Using an Arduino
Microcontroller" Presented by Doug Eaton

Plus
the "Ham Kids In Action" section of the program on July 12 will feature a
video of a15 year old who likes Satellite Amateur Radio and has assisted in
running the radios in a school assembly where students contacted the
International Space Station.

Peter RicheyN9HDW



QST REVIEW
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By Jim Ward W9DHX

TERRORISTS’ ATTACK MAKES 2013 BOSTON MARATHON NOTABLE

When Boston area Hams signed up to work on the Boston Marathon this year
they had no ideas they would be at the thick of things at the Finish Line when
the bombing occurred. More than 200 volunteers were in for a surprise and they
performed with style. The story of their performance is featured on pages 6567.

There is another feature on pages 7779 with personal interviews with two
hams that were closely involved with the action; one was a “starting line worker,
the other was shadowing one of the race’s officials. You’ll enjoy their stories.

2ND RELAY MADE DRAMATIC WITH HAMS PUTTING LONG RANGE VIDEO ON
AIR

What’s a big race when nobody is there to watch the finish? Nothing. The Big
Bend 50 Ultra Marathon is a world famous endurance race conducted near San
Antonio, Texas, at Big Bend National Park. The problem is that the Finish Line
is at an amphitheater which is “offlimits” due to environmental impact to the
wilderness location in the Chihuahuan Desert. Spectators have to await the
outcome of the race at a village about 10 miles away. A group of hams from
Austin got the idea to deploy a high speed multimedia mesh network to
broadcast the finish! Read all about their ingenious project on pages 6869. The
photo of the park is on the QST Cover.

“MURPHY BENCH” STARS IN ARTICLE ON HOW TO FIND MORE WORK SPACE

How many hams that you know take advantage of the family laundry room to
make it their shack? I knew one—the late Bill Voegeli, W9JHV, who stacked his
rig neatly above the washer and dryer. He was careful to vent the dryer output
so no lint got into his gear. Vintage Radio Columnist, John Dilks, K2TQN, tells
his story of his work bench that pulls down from the wall and also saves space
and gets wife approval. Good photographs explain it on pages 9697.

“APRIL FOOL” QPOLE EXPLAINED; THE REAL PRODUCT

Did you notice the phony antenna in the April issue? In this issue the author
comes clean and admits his folly. You’ll find it on page 37. He says it really will
work if you build it from this article. He is Erik Nichols, KL7AJ and his actual
address is North Pole, Alaska!



At the June 5th club meeting a proposal was brought up for new
name badges for club members. Below is the proposal for the new club
name badge design. The board would like to hear input from the
membership before voting on the new name badges at the July 12 club
meeting. Please send your comments, opinions and suggestions to
wcra@w9ccu.org before July 11th.

Kevin  N9JPG kevinoleniczak@gmail.com
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AnnoucingThe Annual Club Picnic

1st Sat Hunt  KMart Parking lot,

Elmhurst, Rt 93 north of St Charles

Rd  CFAR input 147.750MHz

2nd Sat Hunt  Downers Grove Golf

Club parking lot, off Belmont Rd

south of Odgen Av  Simplex 146.565

MHz

3rd Sat Hunt  Centennial Park,

Addison, Rohlwing Rd, 0.4 miles south

of Lake St  CFMC input 146.160 MHz

4th Sat Hunt  WoodDale Rd between

Thorndale and Irving Pk Rd  Simplex

146.34 MHz

For further info contact Mike WA9FTS

or call at 7084570966

Hunters gather about a half hr before

the hunt. Everyone is invited to

participate or ride along (call in

advance). All hunts start at 8PM.

Fox Hunt Reports For
July

Who: Club members and immediate families

What: A potluck club picnic  Please bring a side dish or desert to pass. The
club will provide soda, water and hot beef or BBQ chicken sandwiches

Where: Herrick Lake Forest Preserve 580 Naperville Road, Wheaton IL  We
will be at the shelter on south side of lake (parking off of Herrick Rd.)
Herrick Lake Forest Preserve is off of Butterfield Road and Herrick Road in
Wheaton IL.

When: 8/4/2013 (Sunday) at 4 PM to 8PM

RSVP: Not required, but preferred.

Drive up access to the shelter is available for those that cannot make the
walk. Ask the board for details or if there are questions.



Dear Ann Ode...

Apr 2013  Page 10

For Sale
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GAP Titan DX vertical antenna for sale. Full coverage 40  10 meters plus
100 KHz on 80M, includes 2 cap units for different segments of 80.
Purchased from a former club member and never put up. Asking $200

2 doublesided 19" rack mount cabinets, 15 units high each side. Actual
dimensions 291/4" H x 203/4" W x 26" D. Asking $75 each.

George, KA3HSW

Email: ka3hsw@arrl.net

Dear Ann Ode,
I heard that you can tell what our radio club's Field
Day score will be even before the contest starts.
Is that true?

Signed, Skeptical Club Member

Dear Skeptical
Yes, it's true.
Our score will be zero before the contest starts.

Are you having trouble with your ham radio hobby? Let
Ann Ode help you. Write to her at

ann.ode@w9ccu.org

HAMFEST!!!!!!!!
Save the date!!!! January 19 2014. Need Tickets?? See Rich N9DKO. Need
Flyers? Come to a club meeting.

Kurt Rubin KB9RTO

I now have advance tickets for the 2014 Hamfest and I'm looking for
ticket sellers. Anyone interested in taking tickets to sell should contact me
via email at n9dko@arrl.net. Thanks.

73
Rich Bauer N9DKO



HELP NEEDED: JOTA TIME!!!!

Are you interested in helping scouts get more involved with ham radio?
One way is to help them earn their Radio Merit Badge. Area scouts have
several opportunities to attend merit badge classes as part of organized events
on weekends. Ones I've seen recently don't offer the radio merit badge because
no has offered to lead it. The topics to be covered are easy (for licensed hams)
to understand and can be a leadin to getting them through an entire tech
class. Here's a sample of topics to cover:

1. Explain what radio is.
2. Explain the difference between a DX and a local station. Discuss
what the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) does and how it is
different from the International Telecommunication Union.
3. Explain how radio waves carry information. Include in your
explanation: transceiver, transmitter, receiver, amplifier, and antenna.
4. Find out about three career opportunities in radio. Pick one and
find out the education, training, and experience required for this profession.
Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession might
interest you.
5. AMATEUR RADIO:
* Tell why the FCC has an amateur radio service. Describe some of the
activities that amateur radio operators can do on the air, once they have
earned an amateur radio license.
* Using proper call signs, Q signals, and abbreviations, carry on a 10 minute
real or simulated radio contact using voice, Morse Code, or digital mode.
(Licensed amateur radio operators may substitute five QSL cards as evidence
of contacts with amateur radio operators from at least three different call
districts.) Properly log the real or simulated ham radio contact and record the
signal report.
* Explain at least five Q signals or amateur radio terms you hear while
listening.
* Explain some of the differences between the Technician, General, and Extra
Class license requirements and privileges. Explain who administers amateur
radio exams.
* Explain how you would make an emergency call on voice or Morse code.
* Explain the differences between handheld transceivers and home "base"
transceivers. Explain the uses of mobile amateur radio transceivers and
amateur radio repeaters.
In addition, as we look to the fall, JOTA may give us an opportunity to help
teach the radio merit badge while having fun getting youth on the air. To be a
radio merit badge counselor, you need to fill out an "Adult Application" which
includes a background check and personal references. The process is simple
and I can help you through it. Let me know if you are interested in joining
me? I would like to have at least 2 additional volunteers.

Kevin  N9JPG kevinolencziak@gmail.com
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WCRA meet the first friday of most months at the First Presbyterian Church in
Wheaton at 7:30 PM. WCRA was founded in 1948 and continues to be involved
in all facets of Amateur Radio supporting the healthy growth of the hobby
through diversification and participation.

Our members have always been our most important asset and we would like to
see you join us for our next meeting.Our business meetings are followed by a
break for conversation, coffee, soda pop, and snacks. This is followed by an
amateur radio related program. We would like to see you there to share the
enthusiasm. If you want to join the WCRA, visit our web site to get the
application and join us at an upcoming meeting!

WCRA General Membership Meetings

HAMLETTER

Newsletter Address:
Kevin Oleniczak
0N751 Woods Ave.
Wheaton, Illinois 60187
eMail: N9JPG.ham@gmail.com

Club Mailing Address:Wheaton
Community Radio Amateurs
P.O. Box QSL
Wheaton, Illinois 60189
(630) 6040157
wcra@w9ccu.org

Our Mission Statement

The mission of the Wheaton
Community Radio Amateurs is to
further the art of radio
communications and electronics by
mentoring anyone with like
interests, participating in
community events, preparedness in
assisting in the event of a disaster
where other communication modes
can fail, while promoting social
camaraderie among its members.

WCRA Officers
President  Steve Peterson,N9OA
Vice President  Mary Tuohy, KC9IJO
Treasurer  Ken Kwasnewski, N9HQ
Secretary  Kevin Oleniczak, N9JPG
Custodian  Dale Kwarta, NJ9E

CQ Hamletter Contributors

I'm excitied to lead the Hamletter and would like it to be an extension of our
club meetings to help keep the members connected to one another. There are
many amateur radio related activities taking place each month and I encourage
you to take pictures and share a brief note with myself. I'm interested in both
club organized events and related things you may be doing yourself. Here are
some example ideas to consider: working on your shack, participating in a
contest, enhancing or fixing the CSU, working on the repeater, or helping out at
a club event. Send me whatever you have and I'll get it added.

Kevin  N9JPG




